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The 
Messenger 

October 2007 
The Mission of North Branch Reformed Church 
is to invite all people into a personal relationship 

with Jesus Christ that results in a continuing worship 
of God and daily service in the Holy Spirit's presence. 

CORE VALUES 
 

THE MISSION OF NBRC… 
results in a continuing worship of God… 

#1 - SPIRITUALITY in life by increasing our awareness of God's 
presence through an emphasis upon prayer, contemplation, music, and 
inspiring worship. 
 

THE MISSION OF NBRC… 
is to invite all people into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ… 

#2 - SUPPORT for the journey by offering Christ's healing for all 
individuals, families, and our church family through an emphasis upon 
classes, group activities, and community in committees. 
 

THE MISSION OF NBRC… 
results in…daily service in the Holy Spirit's presence. 

#3 - SERVICE to the world by empowering the church to realize our 
gifts, given to us by the Holy Spirit, to reach out to the world through 
increased mission giving and mission living in the Preschool, Kirkside, 
Sunrise House, and wherever the Holy Spirit leads us. 
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Officers: President Pastor Todd Buurstra, Clerk Doris Munzenmaier, 

Treasurer Alice Swan 
Elders:  Vice President Steve Biuso, Libby Butler, Tim Chamberlin, 

Janet Kolb, Carlos Lugo, Carmen Lugo, Bonnie McCay Merritt, 
Hugh Talada 
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Deacons: Laurel Ennis, Louise Manning, Linda Mayerik, Keith Strege, 
Cliff Wilkinson, Chair Fred Yarnell 
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 Committee Chair Person(s) 
Adult Education Sue McGeown 
Audio Visual (sub. of 
Worship) 

Bruce Taggart 

Building & Grounds Dennis McGale, Keith Strege 
Cemetery Jim Housten 
Christian Action Donna Horvath 
Christian Care Louise Manning, Nancy Vollers 
Christian Education Donna Taggart 
Church Planting MaryBeth Iodice 
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Pastor Staff Relations Paul Soskey 
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Women's Ministry Laurel Ennis 
Worship Doug Bateman 
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                       Message from 
Pastor Todd 

If you were in worship on Sunday, 
September 16, you may remember that I 
did my annual anniversary/vision sermon.  
In it I used the waterfall picture here 
displayed to talk about the blessings that 
God is constantly pouring into our lives.  
However, to take full advantage of God’s 
blessing we need to walk boldly into 
God’s waterfall to receive the blessings 
for ourselves and to let them flow out to 

all around us.  I then went on to enumerate some bold changes, or moves, or 
experiments that I envision God calling us to.  More about that at the end. 

What I didn’t take time to say is how thankful I am for the bold visions that 
we have accomplished over the last 8 years.  One of the things about serving 
Christ at North Branch that I most enjoy is your ability to try bold change. 

When I look back over the years between 1999-2004 I praise God for your 
bold vision to: 

Restore the sanctuary with “Victorian elegance and modern relevance;” 

Purchase the Sunrise House to use for the mission of housing the homeless; 

And increase mission giving to 20% of the budget. 

(We accomplished all three if you count the debt retirement line item for the 
Sunrise House as mission money.) 

This next five-year vision (2004-2009) has been less external and more 
internal.  Towards that God has empowered us to: 

Begin each of the last three years with Passionate Spirituality months where 
we have studied best-selling Christian books in sermons and small groups; 

Pave the parking lot; and, 

Plant a new church. 

When I think back over all that God has done through us in these eight 
years, I am profoundly grateful and deeply humbled. 

And so it is that though my knees knock, I ultimately sense Christ’s hands 
carrying us to the bold changes that I laid out for the next year or so on 
September 16.  They are:  
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To actually begin planting this church for young adults and younger 
families; 

To welcome a Pastor of Discipleship with his/her differing gifts and vision; 

To engage in dialogue over a proposed Contemporary Service at 9 AM and 
something like our current services at 10:30 AM in order to meet a need and 
reach out; 

To bless the ongoing dialogue 
between Preschool Board and 
leadership over changes to keep 
this outreach ministry ever more 
vital. 

So, may God give us peace and 
joy, as we move boldly in 
Christ’s will, 

Pastor Todd 

Adult Education 

�� OCTOBER:  Tom Vaden will lead a two-week 
study on Bible History.  Lesley Vaden will spend 
two weeks introducing us to some famous Christians 
such as Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Augustine, Thomas 
Aquinas. 

Adult Education Sunday AM Schedule: 
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DISCOVERY CLASS:  Are you interested in discovering God's call for 
you to participate more fully in this church and Christ's mission?  Come to 
this class lead by Pastor Todd to discover:  God's call in the Bible; God’s 
call to the community of class participants; God’s call to participate in our 
church's mission.  The class meets after the second service on Sundays, 
October 7th through November 25th, from 11:45 AM until 12:45 PM with 
childcare.  You may explore this experience without becoming a member of 
our church.  Please sign up in Fellowship Hall. 

 
Church Plant 

Pastor of 
 Discipleship 

Contemporary & 
Traditional 
Worship Services 

Preschool 
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SMALL GROUPS:  Interested in being part of a circle of 
care with Christ in the center?  Join a small group.  Most 
of our groups meet monthly and function as either a Bible 
Study, task group, or support group.  For more 
information contact Pastor Todd in the church office. 

Blessings 

Church Members Enjoy Paddling Fun at the Fellowship Committee’s 
Canoe and Kayak Excursion 

On a steamy Saturday in August and during 
a fortuitous break in two weeks of rain, 
nineteen NBRC members and friends 
ranging in age from 10 to almost 80 paddled 
on the historic Delaware & Raritan Canal.  
Most brought their own boats, and a few 
rented canoes or kayaks at the boathouse.   

Trees overhanging the water shaded 
paddlers from the extreme heat as they took off from Griggstown and 
headed east toward Blackwell Mills, a distance of 3.4 miles.  A few church 
members showed up to wave them off and take some photos.   

Some had no concern for how much distance they covered on the canal, and 
had come to the water to relax, to get better acquainted, or to talk and plan 
for the coming year’s church programs,.  Some were learning how to paddle, 
and some were boating for the first time in many years.  But a few 
competitive souls raced for Blackwell Mills, and as they charged off we 
heard, “You can’t just see the bridge, you have to touch it before you can 
turn back!” 

In addition to the ducks, wildlife seen along the 
lovely canal included many turtles, a huge green 
frog, and a blue heron.  No one fell into the 
water, although there were a few blisters and 
bright red faces at the end of the day. 

After stowing their boats, many of the paddlers 
met for a well-deserved lunch at Pizza and Pasta 
in Manville, and planned next summer’s boating 
excursion.  Please consider joining us!  And if 
you’d like to help with any of the activities 
planned by NBRC’s Fellowship Committee, 
please contact Nancy Fiedler.  (908-704-9578). 
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Building & Grounds 

The Buildings and Grounds Committee hopes to help all of us become more 
aware of taking care of God’s earth by providing ecology tips each month in 
the NBRC Messenger. The following applies to us at home as well as at 
church. 

FIND OUT HOW TO DISPOSE OF HAZARDOUS WASTE:  Nearly every 
household has some kind of hazardous waste: old paint cans, used motor oil, 
unused pesticides and weed killers.  If you dump these things down the 
drain, you'll end up polluting the water supply.  They should be disposed of 
in a site specially designed for hazardous or toxic wastes.  Some cities and 
counties have monthly or annual pickups.  Other areas have special drop-off 
sites.  Call your city or county government to find out the proper way to 
dispose of such trash in your area.  Try organizing a hazardous-waste-
collection day in your neighborhood or at your school, encouraging others to 
dispose of materials properly. Go to 
http://www.co.somerset.nj.us/recycle.htm for information. 

Christian Action 

MONTHLY M ISSION OFFERING :  We collect a mission offering on the first 
Sunday of each month.  Mission Offering envelopes are at the 
beginning of each month in the offering envelope packages.  
Additional envelopes will be placed in the pew racks.  The 
Mission Offering funds are primarily given to local 
uncommitted benevolences of our Christian Action budget. 

CROP WALK 2007:  The 37th annual CROP WALK is scheduled for 
Sunday, October 21st in downtown Somerville.  Walkers gather at 1:00 pm 
to register.  The 5-mile walk will begin at 1:30 pm from the United 
Reformed Church on Main Street.  Three rest/water stops will be provided 
on the route.  The goal of $13,000 was surpassed last year, and we, along 
with the other area churches and temples in Central Somerset County, aim to 
continue increasing this amount to help feed the hungry and teach the poor 
to become self-sufficient.  CROP is an Outreach Ministry of Church World 
Services, providing hunger relief and agricultural development programs 
worldwide, with 25% of the funds raised this year supporting the Somerset 
County Food Bank.  CROP WALK funding is the largest single monetary 
donation to the Food Bank each year!   
NBRC has built a strong legacy of Christian action in support of this worthy 
ministry, and this year we are challenged to build on that legacy.  While a 
challenge goes out to our NBRC Men, the RCWM, our Jr. and Sr. High 
Youth groups, and our 2007 New Member classes to recruit a minimum of 
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10 walkers each, our challenge also goes out to every member and friend of 
NBRC to walk or to sponsor a walker. 

4 SEASONS OF GIVING - FALL D RIVE :  The Christian Action Committee 
Fall Drive is collecting toys for the children of the inmates at the Somerset 
County Jail during October, November and December.  Please place 
items in the box in Fellowship Hall. 

FROZEN FOOD TRAYS:  Christian Action reminds everyone to use the 
frozen food trays found in fellowship hall for leftovers.  These meals are 
distributed to those in need in the area.  The trays are easy to use and you 
can leave them in the freezers in the kitchen at your convenience.  Please 
help with this valuable mission of the church. 

Christian Care 

FLU SHOTS CLINIC :  The Community Visiting Nurse Association will hold 
a clinic that will administer flu shots on Sunday, November 4th, after the 
second service from 11:30 AM to 2:00 PM.  The cost is $ 25.00 or, if you 
are a Senior with Medicare Part B, they will bill Medicare.  For more 
information call Nancy Vollers (908-725-7656) or Doris Munzenmaier, 
Office Administrator (908-723-2313). 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  The Christian Care Committee is looking for 
VOLUNTEERS TO VISIT THE ELDERLY AND SHUT-INS.  If you are 
willing to help with this ministry, please call Nancy Vollers at 908-725-
7656 or Louise Manning at 908-722-3834.  Those who sow in tears will 
reap with songs of joy.  Psalm 126:5 

JANUS BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP:  The purpose of this group is to 
offer education and support in an attempt to build friendship and 
understanding among people suffering from loss and aid them in coping 
with their losses.  This group meets the second Tuesday of each month at 
7:30 PM.  They are meeting at The Centre at Raritan, 1124 Highway 202S-
A2, Raritan, NJ 08869.  The next meetings will be Tuesday, October 9th.  
For more information, please contact Barbara Ronca. M.S.W., L.C.S.W., 
Counseling and Therapy Services at 908-218-9062. 

CHRISTIAN CARE SERVICES:  Blood Pressure Check: 2nd Sunday of every 
month in Fellowship Hall at 10:00 AM.  Medical 
Equipment: Judy Wilkinson, 908-218-1575.  Prayer 
Concerns: Kathy Herrman, 908-231-1917.  Small Chore 
Services for the Elderly:  Louise Manning, 908-722-3834 or 
call any of the deacons listed in the bulletin.  Transportation 

Needs: Alice Swan, 908-722-5308.  DVDs and Audio Cassettes of 
worship services for shut-ins: Fred Swan, 908-722-5308.  For further 
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information regarding Christian Care and its services, please call Louise 
Manning 908-722-3834 or Nancy Vollers 908-725-7656. 

PLEASE NOTIFY  us when you or a member of your family is admitted to a 
hospital.  This knowledge will be useful for visitation and prayers.  You may 
contact the church office, 908-725-2313, Pastor Todd, 908-725-2313, or 
Louise Manning, 908-722-3834. 

Consistory 

CONSISTORY HIGHLIGHTS :   
�� Bless the general concept of a Contemporary Worship Service and a 

Traditional/Blended Service while asking the Worship Committee to 
begin to gain feedback from pertinent ministries and the general 
congregation to bring back to the Elders/Consistory for a final 
decision. 

�� Not to purchase a subscription for The Church Herald for every NBRC 
member. 

�� Investigate solar panels. 

Deaths 

OUR SYMPATHY  to Jim and Barb Housten and family on the passing of 
Jim’s father, James Housten, on August 23rd and the family of Marti Helwig, 
who passed away on September 2nd. 

Fellowship 

HALLOWEEN PARTY & PUMPKIN GLOW :  Everyone welcome!  Younger 
and older alike.  Sunday, October 21st, at North Branch Firehouse, Route 
28, 5:00-8:00 PM. 

�� A light supper will be served 
�� Please bring a dessert to share 
�� Music and games by DJ Dave Fiedler 
�� Bring a pumpkin (any size) to care 
�� Bring carving supplies (newspaper and tea 

lights provided) 
�� Costumes are optional 
�� Sign-up is a must 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS are needed for September through December.  
Please sign-up in Fellowship Hall. 
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                              Finance       

 
2007 OFFERING UPDATE TRHOUGH AUGUST:  The 2007 budget for the 
North Branch Reformed Church totals $516,881.  To fund this budget we 
need to receive $482,181 in pledges and offerings.  The balance of $34,700 
is projected to be covered by other income such as the special offerings, 
interest, and donations for facilities use. 

Based on historical giving patterns, the percentage of $482,181, which is 
needed each month to meet that goal has been calculated. 

 Needed offering year-to-date $297,459 
 Actual offering year-to-date   284,583 
 Difference $  12,876 

Please note that we are running behind. 

If you have any questions about these numbers, please ask any member of 
the Finance Committee. 

APPLYING BIBLE PRINCIPLES : 

Suppose that God allowed you to have one wish. Without limit, you could 
have anything you desire. You could have unlimited wealth. You could have 
perfect health and live 1,000 years — or more. You could — like Solomon 
— have great wisdom. Whatever you want, you may have it. But you only 
get one wish. What would you choose? 

Sad to say, many people would choose great wealth and material 
possessions. Unfortunately, that would not be a good choice. Listen to the 
counsel of God as expressed in this contemporary translation of Proverbs 
27:20 through Solomon, one of the richest people who ever lived — "The 
eyes of man are never satisfied." The behavior and attitude which always 
wants more has a name: Greed, and it demonstrates itself in our lives as 
though we were at an auction. If we have $5, we want $10; if we 
have $10, we want $20; if we have $20 we want $30. Solomon 
went on to say in Ecclesiastes 5:10, "The lover of money will 
not be satisfied with money; nor the lover of wealth, with gain." 

A better choice would be to ask for God's perspective on life 
and all that life entails. When we see life as God does, we 
realize that everything belongs to Him, that we are just 
managers and stewards, and that only what is done for Him will 
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endure for eternity. When we have God's perspective, we will be able to say 
with the Apostle Paul, " . . . I have learned to be content with whatever I 
have."  

When we have God's perspective, we will accept with a spirit of peace and 
restfulness whatever He entrusts to us. And when we have God's 
perspective, we will put into practice the truth of Hebrews 13:5 — "Keep 
your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what you have; 
for he has said, 'I will never leave you or forsake you.'" 

HAVE YOU REMEMBERED THE CHURCH IN YOUR WILL ?:  Get a brochure 
from church on our new endowment fund. 

Kirkside 

GARAGE SALE:   On Saturday, October 6th, Kirkside will once again host 
its semi-annual garage sale.  Volunteers are needed to help bring the items 
out of the garage at 7:00 AM and again at 2:00 PM to return unsold items to 
the garage.  If you'd like to stay and help sell the items, the Kirkside 
committee loves volunteers.  Please remember that the money made from 
this effort goes directly back to Kirkside.  Thanks for your help.  For more 
information or if you have items to donate, please call Diane Laich at 908-
526-6286. 

VACANCY :  Do you know anyone interested in living in a 
shared house for seniors?  There is a vacancy for one 
resident, male or female, age 62 or older, for a second-floor 
room at Kirkside.  Please contact Barbara O'Rourke at 908-

526-8115 for further information. 

 Men's Ministries  

The next MEN'S BREAKFAST  is Saturday, October 20th, from 
8:00 AM to 9:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall.  Enjoy good 
food, good friends, and a deeper faith.   

Music 

WILL YOU BE A “K EY PLAYER ” IN THE ORGAN FUND?  The Music 
Committee is excited to announce that 10 keys have been sold.  Are you a 
Key Player, yet?  You can help us reach our goal to purchase the new organ 
for our sanctuary by purchasing a key, pedal or stop on the new organ in the 
amounts of $50, 100, $150, $200 and $250.  (Make checks payable to 
NBRC with Organ Fund as the subject). For each donation made, a 
certificate, created by our resident artist, Laury Vaden, will be issued.  For 
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more information, contact Helene Cantilina, Music Director, at 908-908-
725-2313 or Jennifer Landrieu, Music Chairperson, at 908-575-0330. 

IT'S TIME FOR THEM TO COME OUT OF THE CLOSET!   -- that is -- 
those instruments that you played "once upon a time".  The Christmas concert 
this year is A Ceremony Of Carols.  We would love to 
have a live orchestra (at least a few instruments) 
accompanying the choir.  We will also need some 
dancers, candle lighters and a few actors.  Wouldn't you 
love to be a part of the Christmas celebration this year?  
For more information or to participate, contact Helene 
Cantilina (908-725-2313 x 3). 

Prayer Needs 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER :  Mary Florence Cadden, Bob Karnell, Henry 
Larsen, Jim McKelvey, Jean Merikle, Cathy Pfauth, Harold Polhemus, 
Ben Van Doren. 

PRAYERS FOR OUR SERVICEMEN :  Tom Cantilina, Martin Christensen 
(3rd Infantry Division in Iraq, Cathy & Tim Sandford’s nephew), Jim 
Crosley (husband of Jennifer (Munzenmaier) Crosley), Matthew Hicks 
(nephew of Janet Kolb), Rob McCracken (husband of Meg (Yarnell) 
McCracken), Brothers Michael and Douglas Oatley (in Baghdad, nephews 
of Darlene (Goceljak) Purcell). 

Women's Ministry 

CHANCEL FLOWERS:  If you would like to provide the Sunday flower 
arrangement in memory of someone or just would like to provide an 
arrangement, there is a sign-up sheet for this purpose in Fellowship Hall.  
See Fred Yarnell, 908-722-4759, for details. 

JOURNEYS WITH JESUS:  Read almost 100 personal stories of faith from 
North Branch Church members.  North Branch Women’s Ministries will 
donate all proceeds from the sale of “ Journeys with Jesus”  to local 
missions.  To purchase a book for $12, contact Pam Frueh (908-526-1859). 

Youth 

SHOEBOXES NEEDED:  When you purchase those new school shoes, 
DON’T THROW OUT THAT SHOEBOX!  Instead bring it to either Christian 
Education Resource Room or Fellowship Hall.  Children and Worship will 
use them to assemble “parable” boxes. 
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Staff Contact Information and Office Hours 
Telephone:  908-725-2313 

Fax:  908-725-5682 
Email:  nbrc@optonline.net 
Web Page:  www.nbrc.com 

Pastor Todd Buurstra 
Pastor of Worship and Witness 

E-mail:  buurstra@optonline.net 
8:30 AM to 5:00 PM - Monday thru Thursday 

Evening hours & meetings by appointment 

Doris Munzenmaier 
Office Administrator 

E-mail:  nbrc@optonline.net 
8:30 AM to 5:00 PM - Monday thru Friday 

Office periodically closed at lunchtime. 

Helene Cantilina 
Director of Music 

E-mail:  musicnb@optonline.net 

Barbara O'Rourke 
Kirkside Administrator 

E-mail:  borourke@optonline.net 

Kate Sarles 
Preschool Director - 908-725-2326 
E-mail:  nbpresch@optonline.net 

Judy Staats 
Christian Education Administrator 

E-mail:   nbrcce@optonline.net 
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WORSHIP SERVICES FOR SEPTEMBER  
9:00 AM - Worship Service 

10:00 AM - Fellowship Time 
10:15 AM - Worship Service 
10:15 AM - Adult Education 
10:30 AM - Church School 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY, October 7, 2007 
(Communion) 

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Pastor Todd will preach. 

 
SUNDAY, October 14, 2007 

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
Elder Carlos Lugo will preach in English. 

 
SUNDAY, October 21, 2007 

Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 
Pastor Todd Buurstra will preach. 

 
SUNDAY, October 28, 2007 

Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost 
Pastor Todd will preach. 

 
 
 


