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The Mission of North Branch Reformed Church
is to invite all people into a personal relationghi
with Jesus Christ that results in a continuing vindps
of God and daily service in the Holy Spirit's prese.

CORE VALUES

THE MISSION OF NBRC...
results in a continuing worship of God...
#1 - SPIRITUALITY in life by increasing our awareness of God's
presence through an emphasis upon prayer, contemgian, music, and
inspiring worship.

THE MISSION OF NBRC...
is to invite all people into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ...
#2 - SUPPORT for the journey by offering Christ's kealing for all
individuals, families, and our church family through an emphasis upon
classes, group activities, and community in commites.

THE MISSION OF NBRC...
results in...daily service in the Holy Spirit's presence.

#3 - SERVICE to the world by empowering the churchto realize our
gifts, given to us by the Holy Spirit, to reach outo the world through
increased mission giving and mission living in thé&reschool, Kirkside,
Sunrise House, and wherever the Holy Spirit leadsau

Officers: President Pastor Todd Buurstra, Pastor Mark E. S@éerk
Doris Munzenmaier, Treasurer Alice Swan

Elders: Vice President Steve Biuso, Libby Butler, Tim Chamiin,
Janet Kolb, Carlos Lugo, Carmen Lugo, Bonnie Mc®@yritt,
David Mojica, Ylva Mojica, Hugh Talada
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Deacons: Laurel Ennis, Louise Manning, Linda Mayerik, Kekrege,
Cliff Wilkinson, Chair Fred Yarnell
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Committee Chair Person(s)

Adult Education Sue McGeown

Audio Visual (sub. of Worship) Bruce Taggart

Building & Grounds Dennis McGale, Keith Strege
Cemetery Jim Housten

Christian Action Donna Horvath

Christian Care Louise Manning, Nancy Vollers
Christian Education Donna Taggart
Church Planting MaryBeth lodice
Ecumenical Relations Bruce McConnell

Fellowship Nancy Fiedler
Finance Wendy Kroon
Kirkside Kathy Rue

Memorial Gifts Margaret Zeugner
Men's Ministry Wes Frueh

Music Jennifer Landrieu
Pastor Staff Relations Paul Soskey
Preschool Board Dennis McGale
Women's Ministry Laurel Ennis
Worship Doug Bateman
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Message from
Pastor Todd

Want to start the new year in a new way? Lookimg f
more passion in your spiritual life? As we have tfee
last several years, we will begin the new year {dan

6-February 10) with sermons and small groups on a

religious bestseller. This year we have chosefiifhi

Yancey’s book on PrayerYou may enjoy it in book or
DVD form. To give you an idea of how stimulatingis book is | have
copied a few of the chapter-beginning quotes:

When a doctoral student at Princeton asked, “Whdhere left in the world
for original dissertation research?” Albert Einstereplied, “Find out
about prayer. Somebody must find out about prayer.

Will you follow Einstein’s advice?
The prayer preceding all prayers is “May it be tleal | who speaks. May

it be the real Thou that | speak to.”
C. S. Lewis

How real is your prayer life?
Prayers like gravel flung at the sky's window, hmapto attract the loved

one’s attention...
R. S. Thomas

Surely you have felt that you had to do somethireyrtic to get divine
attention.

Biblical prayer is...more like haggling in an outddmaizaar than the polite
monologues of the church.
Walter Wink

Have you been Jewish in your prayer life lately?

As you can see, by listening to Sunday sermonsbgradiscussing the book
in a class—Sunday morning (10:15 AM) or Wednesdagnig (7:30
PM)—or a small group, the Holy Spirit will grow yani your prayer life.

Pastor Todd

Adult Education

PHILIP_YANCEY: PRAYER— DOESIT MAKE ANY DIFFERENCE? January
and February’s focus will be on this excellent bdwkt will be discussed in
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numerous venues throughout the church. Have yaghioyour copy?
Have you started reading?
Pastor Todd will preach Sundays 1/6 through 2/1therbook
Sue McGeown will lead the Sunday 10:15 a.m. adakscfocusing
on the book from 1/6 through 2/17
Pastor Todd will lead a group discussion on thekbatednesday
evenings from 1/9 through 2/13 at 7:30 p.m. intpper Room.
To learn of other opportunities to meet in a srgatiup setting and
study this terrific book contact Pastor Todd.

MONTHLY NOON BIBLE StuDY: Meets on the second Tuesday of each
month. The next meeting will be on Tuesdzsnuary 8".

SMALL GROUPS Interested in being part of a circle of care withrist in
the center? Join a small group. Most of our gsoueet

monthly and function as either a Bible Study, tgsbup,

or support group. For more information contacttéas

Todd in the church office.

Building & Grounds

The Buildings and Grounds Committee hopes to hielgf as become more
aware of taking care of God’s earth by providinglegy tips each month in
the NBRC Messenger. The following applies to uh@ne as well as at
church.

GO GREEN WITH YOUR LAUNDRY: Did you know that
electric clothes dryer generates more thank 6.5¢®uof
greenhouse gases per load? A solar clothes dryar —
clothesline-, on the other hand, generates noné!rHins
consider it nature’s fabric softener. (Fact Soupage 30 of
the book, “True Green.”)

GO GREEN WITH YOUR CLEANING SUPPLIES: Many common cleaning

products contain hazardous chemicals that impact hmalth and the

environment in three ways: when they're manufadtunden they're used,
and when they're thrown away. You can buy alteveatco-safe cleansers,
or you can make your own. Water, plus a little bgksoda, vinegar, and
plant-based soap, will clean up almost every sarfixcyour home. For

more, visit www.biggreenpurse.com

Christian Action

TEN THOUSAND VILLAGES SALE: Many, many thanks to everyone
who shopped at the Ten Thousand Villages Craft 8al®ec. 2nd. The
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event was very successful due to your generousosupphe sale raised
$2,500.00 for the organization, which in turn, witiable artisans around the
globe to provide food, shelter, clothing and edocafor their families.
Thanks again and Happy Holidays!! The Christianigh Committee.

MISSION OFFERING: We collect a mission offering on
the first Sunday of each month. Mission Offering
envelopes are at the beginning of each month iffleeing
envelope packages. Additional envelopes will gl in
the pew racks.

FROZEN FooD TRAYS: Christian Action reminds everyone to use the
frozen food trays found in fellowship hall for lefters. These meals are
distributed to those in need in the area. Thestag easy to use and you
can leave them in the freezers in the kitchen ar yonvenience. Please
help with this valuable mission of the church.

Christian Care

JANUS BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP: The purpose of this group is to
offer education and support in an attempt to buitebndship and
understanding among people suffering from loss aiddthem in coping
with their losses. This group meets the secondsdawe of each month at
7:30 PM at The Centre at Raritan, 1124 Highway 282SRaritan, NJ
08869. The next meeting will be Tuesdalgnuary 8". For more
information, please contact Barbara Ronca. M.SMLC,S.W., Counseling
and Therapy Services at 908-218-9062.

CHRISTIAN CARE SERVICES: Blood Pressure Check2™ Sunday of every
' month in Fellowship Hall at 10:00 AMMedical Equipment:

Judy Wilkinson, 908-218-1575.Prayer Concerns: Kathy
Herrman, 908-231-1917. Small Chore Services for the

W Elderly: Louise Manning, 908-722-3834 or call any of the
deacons listed in the bulletin.Transportation Needs: Alice
Swan, 908-722-5308DVDs and Audio Cassettesf worship services for
shut-ins: Fred Swan, 908-722-5308. For further informati@garding

Christian Care and its services, please call LoMigening 908-722-3834 or
Nancy Vollers 908-725-7656.

PLEASE NOTIFY us when you or a member of your family is admitiec
hospital. This knowledge will be useful for vigitan and prayers. You may
contact the church office, 908-725-2313, Pastord]&@D8-725-2313, or
Louise Manning, 908-722-3834.




Church Plant

CHURCH PLANT PrRosPECTS Do you know a young adult or family who
would benefit or be interested in our new ministiyyou do, please call the
David Mojica at 908-393-6405 or the church offit®©@8-725-2313.

AcTORS NEEDED: The church plant is in the process of casting astdfa
musical and needs 12 men and women age 17-30 whaicg, act, and
move on stage (simultaneously). If you're intezdsbr know someone who
may be, please contact Ed Staats at edstaats@onailfor audition
information.

Ecumenical Relations

CELEBRATION OF CHRISTIAN _UNITY WEEK “PRAY _WITHOUT
CEASING:” On SundayJanuary 20", from 7:30 to 9:00 PM in Rooms
ABC at St. Bernard RC Church, Dr. Barbara Coopenfd3sor in the
Department of History and Director of the Africatudes Center at Rutgers
University, will be speaking on humanitarian issureBarfur.

Introduction on current issues, what is the histdrperspective?

What does the roll of religion play in the region?

What does the future hold?

What can we do to help?

Is there action we can take with regard to advogacy

Fellowship

COORDINATOR NEEDED: A volunteer (or volunteers) is
needed to recruit and schedule the hosts for coiber. If
you are willing to help with this vital fellowshipme on
Sunday mornings, please contact Judy Staats (998-57
0094) or by email at staats4@netscape.com.

FELLOWSHIP HOUR HOosTs are needed. Please signup in Fellowship Hall.

Interfaith Hospitality Network

HAVE A HEART RAFFLE: It is time again for Interfaith
Hospitality Network of Somerset County's annual Vela

a Heart for Homeless Families" 50/50 raffle. The
winning ticket will be drawn on Thursdayebruary
14th. The cost of a ticket is $100, and 50% of the
proceeds will support IHN/SC's mission to empower
homeless families to attain independence. The &b
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of the proceeds will go to the lucky winner. Lastar's raffle raised
$26,000! Please remember that this is the seabagivimg. Why not
purchase a raffle ticket as a gift for a loved onégur gift will not only
give a loved one the chance to win a little extrahg but will help IHN/SC
with their community response to homelessnessyolf are interested in
purchasing a raffle ticket, please contact Micla|808-704-1920.

Men's Ministries

The nextMEN'S BREAKFAST is Saturday,January
19", from 8:00 AM to 9:30 AM in the Fellowship
Hall. All men are invited for good food, good
friends, and a better faith. Dennis McGale widde
the discussion on the Phil Yancey DVD.

Music

MAKE A NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTION: Join the Music Committee! We are
looking for new members with diversified tastes music. Teens are
welcome!

NBRC Website

CHECK 1T Out!ll The NBRC website has been updated and enhanced
One of the new features allows you to get The Magseand other notices
electronically. In an effort to cut the cost ofinting and mailing The
Messenger, the office encourages you to subscribeour newsletter
electronically. Go to www.NBRC.com and click onut&cribe to receive”
and then follow the instructions. In doing so, yoame will be removed
from the conventional paper mailing list, but ifuavould still like to
receive a paper copy, please notify the office.cédyou have subscribed,
you will receive the newsletter by email.

Prayer Needs

REMEMBER IN_PRAYER: Mary Florence Cadden, Walt Hartzog, Bob
Karnell, Henry Larsen, Jim McKelvey, Cathy Pfauth, Harold
Polhemus, Ben Van Doren

PRAYERS FOR OUR SERVICEMEN: Tom Cantilina, Craig Casucci,
Martin Christensen (3" Infantry Division in Irag, Cathy & Tim Sandford’s
nephew), Jim Crosley (husband of Jennifer (Munzenmaier) Crosley),
Nichole Haas [(n Irag, niece of Ron & Lori Taylor)Matthew Hicks
(nephew of Janet Kolb)Rob McCracken (in Iraq, husband of Meg
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(Yarnell) McCracken)Michael and Kevin Oatley (in Baghdad, nephews
of Darlene (Goceljak) Purcellfolin O’Rourke (in Iraq).

Women's Ministry

WOMEN'S MINISTRIES MONTHLY MEETING: The next Women's
Ministries Monthly Meeting will be held on Tuesdalgnuary 8" at 7:30

PM at the home of Laurel Ennis. Disbursementthefbenevolences will
be discussed. We warmly welcome all women of tmgrah interested in
sharing their ideas to help with our mission.

JOURNEY WITH JESUS Read almost 100 personal stories of faith from
North Branch Church members. The book is only @.2.North Branch
Women’'s Ministries will donate all proceeds fronetbale of “Journeys
with Jesus” to local missions. To obtain a comntact Pam Frueh at 908-
526-1829.

Worship

SUNDAY MORNING PRAYER GROUP meets in the Upper Room
on Sunday mornings at 8:30 AM before the worshipises to
pray for the ongoing ministry of NBRC. Anyone wiis to join
is welcome!!!

GRIGGSTOWN PRAISE BAND will join us SundayJanuary 13, 2008and
help lead our Worship services that day. After sbeond service, you are
invited to remain in the Sanctuary for a open fomagarding the possibility
of a Contemporary service here at NBRC. We hopewidljoin us so we
can hear what you're thinking, and we can shar¢hmughts with you.

Youth

ATTENTION ScouTs: If anyone is interested in participating in th&bc

scout and girl scout “God & Country” award classglsase contact Kathy
Herrman at 908-231-1917 or email kvherrman@patmeefia

Staff Contact Information and Office Hours

Telephone: 908-725-2313
Fax: 908-725-5682
Email: Office@NBRC.com
Web Page: www.NBRC.com

Pastor Todd Buurstra
Pastor of Worship and Witness
E-mail: buurstra@NBRC.com
8:30 AM to 5:00 PM - Monday thru Thursday
Evening hours & meetings by appointment

Helene Cantilina
Director of Music
E-mail: Music@NBRC.com

Beth D’Elia
Interim Contemporary Music Assistant
E-mail: beth_delia@msn.com

David Mojica
Church Planter
E-mail: davidmojica@optonline.net

Doris Munzenmaier
Office Administrator
E-mail: Office@NBRC.com
8:30 AM to 5:00 PM - Monday thru Friday
Office periodically closed at lunchtime.

Barbara O'Rourke
Kirkside Administrator
E-mail: Kirkside@NBRC.com

Kate Sarles
Preschool Director - 908-725-2326
E-mail: Preschool@NBRC.com

Pastor Mark E. Swart
Pastor of Discipleship
E-mail: Swart@NBRC.com
8:30 AM to 5:00 PM - Monday, Tuesday, Thursday Eriday
Evening hours & meetings by appointment
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WORSHIP SERVICES FOR JANUARY

EVERY SUNDAY

9:00 AM - Worship Service
10:00 AM - Fellowship Time
10:15 AM - Worship Service
10:15 AM - Adult Education
10:30 AM - Church School

SUNDAY, January 6, 2008
(Communion)
Epiphany Sunday
Pastor Todd Buurstra will preach.
Prayer: Keeping Company with God

SUNDAY, January 13, 2008

First Sunday after Epiphany
Pastor Todd Buurstra will preach
Unraveling the Mysteries of Prayer

Drama: Pioneer Youth Skit

SUNDAY, January 20, 2008
Second Sunday after Epiphany
Pastor Todd Buurstraill preach at 9:00 AM.
Father Joseph Celano will preach at 10:15 AM.
Week of Christian Unity Pastoral Exchange

SUNDAY, January 27, 2008
Third Sunday after Epiphany
David Mojica will preach.
The Language of Prayer
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