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The Messenger 
 

September 2008 

The Mission of North Branch Reformed Church 
is to invite all people into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ that results in a continuing worship of God and daily 

service in the Holy Spirit's presence. 
 

CORE VALUES 
 

THE MISSION OF NBRC… 
results in a continuing worship of God… 

#1 - SPIRITUALITY in life by increasing our awareness of God's presence through an emphasis upon prayer, contemplation, 
music, and inspiring worship. 
 

is to invite all people into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ… 

#2 - SUPPORT for the journey by offering Christ's healing for all individuals, families, and our church family through an 
emphasis upon classes, group activities, and community in committees. 
 

results in…daily service in the Holy Spirit's presence. 

#3 - SERVICE to the world by empowering the church to realize our gifts, given to us by the Holy Spirit, to reach out to the 
world through increased mission giving and mission living in the Preschool, Kirkside, Sunrise House, and wherever the Holy 
Spirit leads us. 
 

�

October 2008 Messenger Deadline: September 22nd Bulletin Deadline: Each week by Thursday Noon 
 

 

Message from  
Pastor Todd 

 

God is growing our 
mission!  As of 
September 15, 2008 
North Branch will 
close on the Lawrence 
House.  $360,000+ 
has been raised 
towards the $450,000 
purchase of the house.  And from January 1, 2009 the 
mission of this house begins! 

Or should I say, “begins again?”  Right about 50 years 
ago the church briefly owned this house.  It was not the 
parsonage, but it was purchased along with the field that 
became our parking lot.  Along about the time that I was 
born, the church subdivided the land and sold this house 
on 3.3 acres to the Lawrence family to finance the 
parking lot.  God had already destined that this place 
house a vibrant ministry to our community. 

Fast forward to 2005 and 2006 when the church tried to 
purchase this without a capital campaign.  The Ten Year  

Facility Planning Committee, chaired by Bob Kiser, 
looked at buying it with state COAH money; we looked 
at a ministry that could help us pay it off; but it was not 
to be.  Seeing this as God’s stop sign, the long-range 
planning committee disbanded. 

Then last fall I got a call to come to the diner for 
breakfast.  There sat a group of people from our 
congregation that had raised, at that time, about 
$350,000 towards the purchase.  Quickly we 
reassembled the Ten Year Facility group.  This time, 
without a large mortgage overhead, God lead us quickly 
to a ministry born right here in North Branch. 

Around 2002, long time, and ever visionary, NBRC 
member Ethel Kienz wanted to fund a new ministry with 
her estate.  So she committed it to the Center for Life 
Transitions (CLT), brainchild of NBRC elders Tom 
Bachhuber and Scott Pontier, to reach out spiritually and 
psychologically to people going through life transitions 
(marital, career, parenting, aging, etc.).  Ethel was an 
original board member of CLT.  CLT and North Branch 
church will work cooperatively to offer programming 
and groups to the community as the healing hands of 
Jesus in our neighborhood.  Scott Pontier will move his 
private practice into the Lawrence House and conduct it 
in line with CLT’s mission.  CLT will provide the 
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church with enough to rent to cover all costs and 
maintenance. 

I believe that the Spirit has led this entire convergence of 
events.  For it just so happens that in 2004 we had 
discerned God’s will to make need-oriented evangelism 
one of our top three priorities through 2009.  Little did 
we know then all that God had in mind.  So join me in a 
rousing doxology of praise for Christ’s new mission of 
healing in this place: 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost, Amen. 

Adult Education 
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Cemetery 

HISTORIC CHURCH CEMETERY NEEDS LANDSCAPING 
VOLUNTEERS:  Due to escalating maintenance costs 
and “maturing” committee members, our NBRC 
Cemetery Committee is in need of a number of 
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landscaping volunteers (light work, leveling and 
seeding – no mowing) on an occasional, rotating 
basis.  Please call Jim Housten, Cemetery Chair, for 
details (732.469.0579 or jhoustenjr@optonline.net).  
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Prayer Needs 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER :  Bob Karnell, Henry Larsen, 
Jim McKelvey, Cathy Pfauth, Harold Polhemus, Ben 
Van Doren. 
PRAYERS FOR OUR SERVICEMEN :  Tom Cantilina, 
Craig Casucci, Jim Crosley (husband of Jennifer 
(Munzenmaier) Crosley), Nichole Haas (in Iraq, niece 
of Ron & Lori Taylor), Matthew Hicks (nephew of 
Janet Kolb), Rob McCracken (in Iraq, husband of Meg 
(Yarnell) McCracken), Kevin  Oatley (nephew of 
Darlene (Goceljak) Purcell), Colin O’Rourke ( in Iraq). 
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Women's Ministry 
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Staff Contact Information and Office 
Hours 

Telephone:  908-725-2313 
Fax:  908-725-5682 

Email:  Office@NBRC.com 
Web Page:  www.NBRC.com 

Pastor Todd Buurstra 
Pastor of Worship and Witness 
E-mail:  buurstra@NBRC.com 

8:30 AM to 5:00 PM - Monday thru Thursday 
Evening hours & meetings by appointment 

 
Beth D’Elia 

Interim Music Administrator and  
Interim Contemporary Music Assistant 

E-mail:  beth_delia@msn.com 
Music@NBRC.com 

 
David Mojica 
Church Planter 

E-mail:  david@jerseyignite.com  
 

Doris Munzenmaier 
Office Administrator 

E-mail:  Office@NBRC.com 
8:30 AM to 5:00 PM - Monday thru Friday 

Office periodically closed at lunchtime. 

Barbara O'Rourke 
Kirkside Administrator 

E-mail:  Kirkside@NBRC.com 

Jennifer Landrieu 
Preschool Director - 908-725-2326 
E-mail:  Preschool@NBRC.com 

 
Pastor Mark E. Swart 
Pastor of Discipleship 

E-mail:   Swart@NBRC.com 
8:30 AM to 5:00 PM - Mon, Tues, Thurs and Friday 

Evening hours & meetings by appointment 
 

CONSISTORY 
Officers: President Pastor Todd Buurstra, Co-Vice 

President Pastor Mark E. Swart, Clerk Doris 
Munzenmaier, Treasurer Alice Swan 

Deacons: Sue Betz, Libby Butler, Tim Chamberlin, Carlos 
Lugo, Carmen Lugo, Bonnie McCay Merritt, 
David Mojica, Ylva Mojica, Tim Sanford, Hugh 
Talada 

Deacons: Violet Coy, Larry Fox, Louise Manning, Linda 
Mayerik, Keith Strege, Cliff Wilkinson 

Committees and Chairperson(s): 
Adult Education - Sue McGeown 
Audi Visual (sub of Worship) - Bruce Taggart 
Building & Grounds - Dennis McGale, Keith Strege 
Cemetery - Jim Housten 
Christian Action - Lynn Ritter Cargill 

Christian Care - Louise Manning, Nancy Vollers 
Christian Education - Donna Taggart 
Church Planting - Mary Beth Iodice 
Ecumenical Relations - Bruce McConnell 
Fellowship - Nancy Fiedler 
Finance - Wendy Kroon 
Kirkside - Kathy Rue 
Memorial Gifts - Janet Kolb 
Men’s Ministry - Wes Frueh 
Music - Patti Harmer 
Music Director Search Committee - Dona Lee Szekeres, 

Meral Pontier 
Pastor Staff Relations - Paul Soskey 
Preschool Board - Larry Fox 
Women’s Ministry - Laurel Ennis 
Worship - Doug Bateman 
 
 
 

 
WORSHIP SERVICES FOR SEPTEMBER  

 
EVERY SUNDAY  

9:00 AM - Worship Service 
10:00 AM - Fellowship Time 
10:15 AM - Worship Service 
10:15 AM - Adult Education 
10:30 AM - Church School 

 

 
 

SUNDAY, September 7, 2008 
(Communion) 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Pastor Mark Swart will preach. 

How Are We to Live? 
Romans 13:8-14 

 
SUNDAY, September 14, 2008 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Pastor Todd Buurstra will preach 

How Are We to Live? 
Romans 14:5-12 

 
SUNDAY, Septeber 21, 2008 

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Pastor Todd Buurstra will preach. 

Matthew 20:1-16 
 

SUNDAY, September 28, 2008 
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
Pastor Todd Buurstra will preach. 

Matthew 21:28-32 
 
 

 


