
- 1 - 

  The Messenger 
 

September 2009 

THE M ISSION OF NORTH BRANCH REFORMED CHURCH  
is to invite all people into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ 

 that results in a continuing worship of God and  
daily service in the Holy Spirit's presence. 

 
�

September 2009 Messenger Deadline: September 22nd + Bulletin Deadline: Each week by Thursday Noon 
 

 

Message from  
Pastor Todd 

 

Change is here to stay. 

So said the sixty-year old 
missionary in a Bible study in 
Yokohama, Japan.  I was a young 
twenty-two year old going out to 
change the world, and Paul was an 
almost retiree who had seen it all.  
Paul was the only guy I knew who 
spoke broken Japanese in a 
southern drawl.  He was a treat to 
be around. 

The older I get the more I think of brush cut Paul’s 
wisdom.  Indeed we see change sticking around even in 
church.  Though we serve a changeless God, Jesus, 
himself, was a model change agent.  Certainly effective 
ministry proclaims the changeless gospel with changing 
methods because of changing times. 

By now every member and regular visitor has received a 
letter announcing our new service schedule beginning on 
September 13: 

9:15 Contemporary Service with Church School 
10:15-45 Coffee Hour 

10:45 Traditional Blended Service with a smaller 
Church School available  
(if needed and staffed) 

Some of you will love this change.  Others will not.  
With all of the hard work and wide consultation that 
happened, we believe the Spirit is leading us to this as 
the best option to bless our church and community.  But 
don’t worry, if you don’t like it now, by the time you get 
used to it and it becomes a beloved tradition, there’ll be 
another change because, well, reread the first line. 

Why change?  It’s not that I’m bored because, like Paul 
in his rocking chair, I could very much enjoy the same 
ol’ same ol’ for a while longer.  So then why?   I could 
give you facts and figures that support the change, or I 
could write about the seven churches that we 
interviewed, etc., but let me just tell you one story.   

It’s a story of two faces in the pastor’s greeting line after 
two opposite services.  The first face was a young 
person’s face which was lit up like a Christmas tree after 
a sample contemporary service.  Through gleaming eyes 
and a wide smile was exclaimed, Wow!  That service 
really spoke to me!  The other face had more wrinkles in 
it—like Paul’s.  After a sample traditional service this 
face looked serene.  Through a relaxed smile a calm 
voice stated, I felt I was in church this morning!  That’s 
why we’re doing this.  So that both folks can experience 
God because, well… 

Change is here to stay. 
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Christian Care 
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Fellowship 
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Kirkside  
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Men's Ministries  
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Prayer Needs 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER :  Evelyn Fisher, Bob Karnell, 
Marie Hunter (Marilyn Hunter’s daughter-in-law), 
Marilyn Hunter, Pete Indrisek, Henry Larsen, Terri 
Martin, Jim McKelvey, Cathy Pfauth, Joyce Pierce, 
Harold Polhemus. 

PRAYERS FOR OUR SERVICEMEN :  Michael Campbell 
(nephew of Janet Kolb), Tom Cantilina, Adam Clark 
(in Iraq), Jim Crosley (husband of Jennifer 
(Munzenmaier) Crosley), Nichole Haas (niece of Ron & 
Lori Taylor), Greg Hall (nephew of Pat Cahill, in Iraq) 
Rob McCracken (husband of Meg (Yarnell) 
McCracken), Colin O’Rourke, Marc Reinecker 
(cousin of Rick Smith, in Iraq). 
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Preschool  
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Type of Job Sought Title of Last Job Held Short Description of the Industry 
Years Experience in that 

Industry 
Transportation/Logistics 
Management 

International Air Manager Responsible for air exports and imports at both 
EWR & JFK airports. 

20+ 

Supervisor (warehouse, 
inventory control, 
dispensing, 
manufacturing.) 

Warehouse Manager 
GMP compliant warehouse 

Pharma/Biotech 10 

Program/Project/Product 
Manager 

Coordinator of Product 
Management - Marketing 

Wireless Telecommunications 8+ 

Customer Service/ 
Administrative/ Clerical 

 Wireless Telecommunications 20+ 

Executive/Administrative 
Assistant 

Executive Assistant Exec. Assistant to President of a division 
marketing company.  Made travel arrangements, 
presentation materials, managed calendar, 
planned meetings, client dinners, and client 
visits.  Also did some expense tracking 

22 years at company, 13 as Exec. 
Assistant 

Software Quality 
Assurance Analyst or 
Manager 

Software Quality Assurance 
Analyst 

Responsible for testing product and assuring 
that a quality product is delivered within a 
promised timeframe.   

Over 22 years in Information 
Technology 

Software Configuration 
Management, Software 
Release Management, and 
Defect Tracking 
Management 

Software Quality Assurance 
Analyst 

Manage the software configuration 
management process of versioning objects, 
code, and documentation.  Manage Defect 
Tracking process and promotion of change 
requests from developer to tester to client.  
Monitor and report to senior management the 
progress of defects and customer issues from 
receipt to release. 

Over 22 years in Information 
Technology 

Procedural / Systems 
Analyst /Technical Writer 

Software Quality Assurance 
Analyst 

Soup to nuts “full project lifecycle” analysis, 
requirements planning, design and 
implementation of software systems.  
 

Over 22 years in Information 
Technology 

Corporate Trainer Software Quality Assurance 
Analyst 

Train client or in-house staff pertaining to 
procedures, methods, or the “how to” of using a 
software product. 

Over 22 years in Information 
Technology 
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STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION  
AND OFFICE HOURS 

Telephone:  908-725-2313 
Fax:  908-725-5682 

Email:  Office@NBRC.com 
Web Page:  www.NBRC.com 

Pastor Todd Buurstra 
Pastor of Worship and Witness 
E-mail:  Buurstra@NBRC.com 

8:30 AM to 5:00 PM - Monday thru Thursday 
Evening hours & meetings by appointment 

Brian Katona 
Music Director 

E-mail:  briankatona@gmail.com or 
Music@NBRC.com 

Jennifer Landrieu 
Preschool Director - 908-725-2326 
E-mail:  Preschool@NBRC.com 

Doris Munzenmaier 
Office Administrator 

E-mail:  Office@NBRC.com 
8:30 AM to 5:00 PM - Monday thru Friday 

Office periodically closed at lunchtime. 

Barbara O'Rourke 
Kirkside Administrator 

E-mail:  Kirkside@NBRC.com 

Pastor Mark E. Swart 
Pastor of Discipleship 

E-mail:   Swart@NBRC.com 
8:30 AM to 5:00 PM - Mon, Tues, Thurs and Friday 

Evening hours & meetings by appointment 

CONSISTORY 
Officers: President Pastor Todd Buurstra, Co-Vice 

President Pastor Mark E. Swart, Clerk Jane 
Yarnell, Treasurer Doris Munzenmaier 

Elders: Sue Betz, Tim Chamberlin, Wes Frueh, Janet 
Kolb, Diane Laich, Carlos Lugo, Carmen Lugo, 
Co-Vice President Tim Sandford 

Deacons: Doug Bateman, Violet Coy, Larry Fox, Linda 
Mayerik, Ruthann Pauli, Chair Keith Strege  

Committees and Chairperson(s): 
Adult Education (sub of Christian Ed) - Sue McGeown 
Audio Visual (sub of Worship) - Bruce Taggart 
Building & Grounds - Dennis McGale, Keith Strege 
Cemetery - Jim Housten 
Chancel (sub of Women’s Ministry) - Fred Yarnell 
Christian Action - Lynn Ritter Cargill 
Christian Care - Louise Manning, Nancy Vollers 
Christian Education - Donna Taggart 
Church Planting - Mary Beth Iodice 
Ecumenical Relations - Bruce McConnell 
Fellowship - Nancy Fiedler 
Finance - Wendy Kroon 
Hope House Maintenance (sub of B&G) - Marty Herrman 
Kirkside (sub of Christian Action) - Kathy Rue 
Memorial Gifts - Janet Kolb 
Men’s Ministry - Wes Frueh 
Music - Patti Harmer 
Pastor/Staff Relations - Paul Soskey 
Preschool Board - Larry Fox 
Women’s Ministry - Laurel Ennis 
Worship - Carrie Dilgard 

SUNDAY , SEPTEMBER 6TH
  

9:30 AM - Worship Service 
9:45 AM - Sunday Ministry (Children four years old to sixth grade) 
10:30 AM Fellowship Time (Lemonade on the Lawn by the Gazebo) 

SUNDAY , SEPTEMBER 13TH
 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 27TH

  
9:15 AM - Contemporary Worship Service 

9:15 AM - Adult Education 
9:30 AM - Church School 

10:15 AM - Fellowship Time 
10:45 AM - Traditional Blended Worship Service 

SUNDAY, September 6, 2009 
(Communion) 

Labor Day Weekend 
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Pastor Todd Buurstra will preach. 
Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 

SUNDAY, September 13, 2009 
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Pastor Todd Buurstra will preach. 

Proverbs 1:20-33  

SUNDAY, September 20, 2009 
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Pastor Todd Buurstra will preach. 

10th Anniversary Vision 

SUNDAY, September 27, 2009 
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Pastor Heidi Butterworth will preach. 

Church Plant Report 
Psalm 96 


